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                              Michiganõs Oldest Community Theatre 

 
YOUR PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Happy New Year! 

нлмл ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ άaŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƛƎƛŘŀƛǊŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 
January 15. I have watched rehearsals and, with no hesitation, can tell you that you are in 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǎΗ ά5ƻǳōǘΣ ! tŀǊŀōƭŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ aŀǊŎƘΣ 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ŏŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅΦ !ƴŘΣ ŀǳŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
held this weekend. It will be a very busy next few months at your theater! 

As always, we appreciate your continued support of Bay City Players.  Please read 
through this publication for updated information on our plays and activities. We are 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜΗ 

       Tom Caylor 

Messiah on the Frigidaire  
January 15 -17 & 21-24, 2010 

Donôt miss this hilarious comedy directed by Joanne Berry 

 Michigan's Oldest Continuously  

Operating Community Theatre  

Make 2010 the year you  get involved in your  theatreôs programs! 

BAY CITY PLAYERS $1 MILLION RENOVATION PROJECT:  

 P New Seats  

 P Renovated Auditorium Interior  

 P Renovated Stage Area  

 P Renovated Orchestra Pit  

  

VOLUNTEER: 

 This is your theatre and your involvement makes it better! 

 Behind the Scenes: 

  Usher; Greeter; Cloak Room; Lobby; Box Office 

  Mailings; Set Construction; Set Decoration;  

  Set Design; Direction; Musician; Costumes; Properties 

  Board of Directors; Advertising; Fundraising 

  Stages of Discovery; Recyclables; Youtheatre; and more! 

 Acting:  You are always welcome to tryout for our plays! 

You can make a donation at the 

BCP office or online ñcall for 

more information: 893 -5555 or 

visit www.baycityplayers.com  
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A review of Messiah on the Frigidaire , from the Free Times  by Addisoon 

Dewitt . No, Virginia, ñMessiah on the Frigidaireò is not a Mel Gibson 

production. Greenville playwright John Culbertson has written a very 

funny play that manages to make some very serious points, not at all an 

easy thing to do.  The production at Bay City Players is set in Elroy, 
S.C., "a small town in the Upstateò. ñMessiahò deals with the, shall we 

say, lower, socio -economic element of the community. In other words, 

rednecks. Walter O'Rourke's set is a place that any trailer trash would 

be proud to call home, complete with pink flamingos and an old pick -up 
on blocks. Dominating things is a big and pristine refrigerator that lives 

on the porch (naturally) of the Hightower trailer. Lou Ann and Dwayne 

have been together for ten years, and the bloom is definitely off the 
rose. She's depressed and, as she confides to her best buddy and next 

double -wide neighbor Betsy, "There ought to be more to life than living 

in the best trailer park in town." Poor Dwayne just can't get it together, 

his schemes habitually going up in smoke. But then a miracle occurs, 
right in the best Preston Sturges tradition. An image of, you guessed it, 

Jesus appears on the front of the fridge, and Dwayne thinks his ship has 

come in at last. He promptly stocks grape Nehi for communion wine and 

saltless saltines for the unleavened bread to feed the multitudes that 
will come to see Him. To tell you more would spoil the fun.  Donôt miss 

this hilarious show now playing at Bay City Players.  

 

 

**** 

Messiah On The  
Frigidaire  

January 15 -17 & 21-24, 2010 

Directed by Joanne Berry 

**** 

Doubt, A Parable  

February 26 -28 & 

March 4 -7, 2010 

Directed by Susan Craves 

**** 

The Producers  

April 22 -25 & 

April 29 -May 2, 2010 

Directed by Tina Sills 
Music Director: Jim Pawloski 

 

ñ The Producersò Auditions: 

**You must be 18 to audition for this show.  All those auditioning need to arrive 
at the beginning and come prepared to communicate any scheduling conflicts. 

Auditions will be held at Bay City Players, 1214 Columbus 
Ave., Bay City on Saturday, January 16 at 11 a.m. and Monday, 

January 18 at 7 p.m. 

The director is looking for: 

4 men ages 20s and up 
1 woman age 20-30 
A chorus of men and women ages 20 and up 

(The role of Max has already been cast) 
 

THE PLOT: This fabulous musical won 12 Tony Awards on Broadway and ran for six 
years.   Mel Brooks of Young Frankenstein and Blazing Saddles is the madman who 
put it all together.  Itôs all about this loud and pushy Broadway producer who joins 
forces with this mild mannered certified public accountant to produce a huge 
Broadway flop.  And when the flop becomes a small hit,  jail becomes the next stop.   
Whatôs best?  Maybe the chorus girl kick line.  Or maybe dozens of old ladies 
dancing with walkers.  Or the gorgeous woman who applies as secretary.  Or the 
collection of lunatics dancing and singing the wildest collection of songs to be found 
in a show in years.  You decide! 
 

Auditions are open to the public and newcomers are always welcome.  Those 
auditioning will be asked to sing, dance and read selections from the script.  Please 
contact the office Monday through Friday from 9a.m.-1p.m. at (989) 893-5555 for 
more information or visit our website at www.baycityplayers.com .  

Stages of Discovery will be 

presenting a production 

this coming summer at 

Bay City Players.  Please 

watch for more  

information in the next 

newsletter, on our website: 

www.baycityplayers.com 

or call the office at 893 -

5555 for more information!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Playbill.png
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  Did You Know? 

 

Ú The Community Theater Association of 

Michigan Volunteer Spirit Award,  

recognizing outstanding member  

volunteers, was given this year to our 

own Joanne Berry.  Also recognized was 

Kevin Arnett, a member of Grand Rapids Civic 

Theatre and former member of Bay City Players. 

Ú The Playreading Committee has worked very 

hard the past few months, led by Susan Meade, 

and has selected the following shows for next 

year: Laughter on the 23rd Floor ; Wait Until  

Dark ; The Sisters Rosensweig ; The 

Fantasticks   and Guys and  Dolls .  The next 

newsletter ( April-May-June )  will contain full 

details and dates. 

Ú  Leeds Bird and Kyle Arnett are working on a 

flyer to be distributed at the Home Show in 

February 2010.  

Ú The Recyclables made a presentation for BCP 

at the OLLI Winterfest  January 13th. 

 

Alice Rosenbluth Memorial  

Alice Rosenbluth passed away recently in Sun 
City, Arizona, where she had retired with her 
husband, Nate. They both supported Players for 
many yearsðNate was in the pit with his violin 
playing for musicals since our very first oneðThe 
Boy Friend. And Alice, well, she was everywhere, 
doing everything. I remember directing my first 
musical at Players with Alice in charge of 
properties. All I had to do was mutter how nice it 
would be to have something-or-other; and lo and 
behold, the something-or-other showed up. 
A soft-spoken, gentle woman by nature, she was 
a dynamo when it came to Players. I still see her 
blue-tiled Russian stove on stage, wonder how 
she created Don Quixoteôs trunk of magic and 
mystery, and remember her sweet tenacity for 
detail. Though not a director at Players, Alice 
directed in Sun City and moved their theatre 
group forward with giant strides. Thanks, Alice 
and Nate. Youôre missed.              by Leeds Bird 

Recyclables Christmas 

Show is a success! 

Once again the theatre 

was crowded for the  

annual Christmas  

presentation, òA Gift for 

the Community.ó  
l -r, Judy Bigalke, Gene Gillette, 

Esther Kuenker.  

The Playreading  Committee:  

Backð Liz Dewey, Kathy 

Staudacher, Bill Meier, Judy 

Jaffe,  

FrontñJoanne Berry, Susan 

Meade. 

Bay City PlayersðStages of Discovery Workshops 
Young Directors WorkshopñFebruary 27, 2010 ; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., includes lunch 

 Leeds Bird, Instructor 

I (we) would like to sign up for the Stages of Discovery Workshop: 

 

Enclosed please find our: 

____Check ____Money Order      ____Credit card  

$10.00 per person/per workshop in advance—$15 at the door      

 

 

Name(s):____________________________________ Grade (9-12) or College_____ 

              ____________________________________Grade (9-12) or College_____ 

 

 Address:___________________________ 

City:____________State:______Zip:_____ 

 

  

 

 ______Visa ____Master  Card  

                

Acct #:____________________ exp: M___Y____ 

     

                             Verification code:______ 

Mail or bring in to: 
Bay City Players 

1214 Columbus Ave 
Bay City, MI 48708 
Email your comments: 

info@baycityplayers.com  
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Young Directors Workshop  
 

Stages of Discovery will sponsor a workshop on 
Saturday, February 27, 2010 on directing.  It will be an 
all day workshop for high school and older students.  
It will begin at 10 a.m. and conclude at 3 p.m. Lunch 
will be provided. Students should be prepared to stay 
for the entire workshop.  Check-in will be in Bay City 
Players lobby.  Materials will be provided.  The 
workshop will be conducted by Leeds Bird. 
Registration fee is $10 or $15 at the door.  You may 
register online at www.baycityplayers.com or bring the 
form to BCP during regular office hours.  Registration 
deadline is February 25th.  Register early! 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

  Auditions for ñThe Producersò 

(January 16 & 18) Call BCP @ 

893-5555 for more information 

 ñMessiah on the Frigidaireòð

directed by Joanne Berry; 

January 15-17 and 21-24. 2010 

Performances are 8 p.m. 

Thursday through Saturday and 

3 p.m. on Sunday 

 ñDoubt, A Parableòðdirected 

by Susan Craves; February 26-

28 and March 4-7 

 Youtheatre Registrationð

Saturday, March 6 at BCP 

 Stages Directing Workshop on 

February 27 

Youtheatre Announces Registration 

Youtheatre will begin its 37th season in March.  
Students in grades 3 through 9 will be cast in one 
of eight one-act plays, with area high school stu-
dents directing the shows.  Performances will be 
on June 17, 18, and 19.  Registration will be 

March 6 and is limited to 160 students.  The cost 
is $30.  More information will be posted on the 
BCP web site soon. 


